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ANZAC DAY SERVICE - BOULDER 
Statement 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [10.00 pm]:  I want to speak about the Anzac Day service 
that I attended in Boulder last Tuesday.  I attended a dawn service at Loopline Park, where I was amazed to see 
more than 800 people in attendance.  It was a great turnout, and apparently it is growing every year.  Next year, 
it is expected that something like a thousand people will attend.  It was great to see a mixture of young and 
elderly people, as well as people who had just come from the pubs of Kalgoorlie and Boulder, turn up at the 
dawn service.  We returned to the Returned and Services League club after the service, where I met up with a 
few of the ex-servicemen, and in particular Bob Beeson, who is a Vietnam veteran, and had a few quiet Bundies 
and milk.  They say that I just had the milk, but I tried to convince them that I had some Bundy in it.  It was an 
interesting drink in the morning, and they knocked it back as though it was milk without any Bundy.   
That was followed by another service at Loopline Park in Boulder.  There was a parade to the park, and that was 
attended by more than 1 100 people.  That was the biggest Anzac Day service that I have been to.  Again, it was 
great to see a mixture of people there, including, in particular, the member for Murchison-Eyre, Hon John 
Bowler.  We were lucky to have the New Zealand pipes and drums band come over especially for the event, 
which provided a very good ambience at the park at nine o’clock.   
People ask, “What does Anzac Day mean?  Is it dying?  Is it growing?  What is happening?”  The spirit of Anzac 
is not just alive; it is thriving at the moment.  The two services that I attended showed that Anzac Day is 
becoming more and more important to people every year.  It not only reflects the past, but also shows the 
commitment of those people who turn up to the events.   
I also acknowledge the role of the volunteers on the day.  A lot of people were involved, particularly from the 
Boulder RSL club, and they dedicated a lot of time in the lead-up to Anzac Day.  In particular, I mention and 
thank the Boulder RSL president, Phil Newland, and the RSL secretary, James Donnelly.  Without those two 
people, it would have been difficult to put the event together when so many people were in attendance.  The 
Boulder RSL was responsible for getting the New Zealand pipes and drums band to perform.  I am told that next 
year the event will be bigger and better.  They are talking about an air show over Boulder, and they hope that 
that will come to fruition.   
I will also talk about the other event that I had great pleasure in attending and opening on behalf of the Premier 
last Saturday.  That was the 2006 Gold Fields St Ives Gold Mine Pacific Rim Land Sailing Championships, 
which were held in Kambalda.  For those members who may not know or have not heard of the championships, 
they are held in New Zealand, America and Australia.  It was last held in Western Australia 13 years ago.  The 
championships involve yachts that sail and race on salt lakes.  The yachts are a bit of a cross between a go-cart 
and a yacht.  I was fortunate to have a shot at it.  It was difficult to start with, but once I got going, I wanted to go 
faster.  It was wonderful to see so many ardent land sailors from around Australia, New Zealand and the United 
States who had travelled to Lake Lefroy in Kambalda.  Lake Lefroy stretches for about 220 000 square 
kilometres and has the biggest, hardest and fastest terrain.  That is why it is perfect for land sailing.  People from 
around the world who travelled to Lake Lefroy could not wait to attend the event.  As I have said, it has been 13 
years since the event was last staged at Lake Lefroy.   
The event attracted the largest gathering of land yachts ever assembled in Australia.  There were about 105 
competitors, ranging from the small classes to the large classes.  The large classes, which I think are called 
category 5, sometimes reach speeds of 130 kilometres an hour on a salt lake.  It was quite amazing to see.  The 
wind was not that strong on Saturday, but competitors are praying for a bit more of a challenge this week.  Some 
of the yachts from New Zealand were amazing.  They are very quick and sleek machines.  Land sailing is one of 
the fastest-growing sports in the world.  One hundred and five competitors from around the world are attending 
the event, which proves that it is a growing sport.   
It takes an enormous amount of planning and support by a range of organisations and individuals to stage an 
event of this magnitude.  I would like to thank the Gold Fields St Ives Gold Mine for its sponsorship, which 
enabled the event to go ahead.  Like so many sporting events in Western Australia, this event would not have 
been possible without the full support of local government - in this case, the Shire of Coolgardie - for its tireless 
work in staging the event.  I especially mention the Sandgropers Land Yacht Club, which is based in 
Rockingham.  It has done a lot to progress the sport in Western Australia.  The club was a key ingredient in 
bringing the championships to fruition.  I particularly thank a couple of people who gave me an opportunity to 
have a shot on the land yacht and who also put the event together.  I thank Mark Firth, whom people call 
“Rabbit”, from the Sandgropers Land Yacht Club for his tireless work, and Errol Meredith, the chair of the 
organising committee for the championships.  The event could not have been successful without the support of 
the residents and businesses of Kambalda that supported the opening of the event on Saturday.  The 
championships will run for a week and I am told that those businesses and residents are continuing to support the 
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event by turning out to the salt lake.  These championships mean a huge amount to regional WA, particularly 
Kambalda and the goldfields.  The social, economic and sporting benefits that the event provides are huge for a 
small town such as Kambalda.  I urge members who may be enthused or excited by or who are interested in 
trying land sailing to take it up if they get the opportunity. 

Hon Barry House:  Maybe 15 years ago when I was about your age. 

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  Believe it or not, the oldest person in the competition was 77 years old and the 
youngest was 13 years old.  Age is no barrier.  The member still has a couple of years!  I urge members to give it 
a shot if they get the opportunity. 
 


